
2025 M2O HEARING REQUEST FORM and OTHER REQUESTS FOR ACTION BY THE 
PROTEST COMMITTEE: 7204 Roaring Forty 

 

   
 

Received Protest  
Time Limit: N/A 

Case  
Number: 

1. March – April 2025: Name: Melbourne to Osaka Cup 
 

Race Number: N/A 

2. TYPE of HEARING                                                              ☐ Request to have a hearing full jury (RRS N1.4(b)) 
X Protest – (an allegation that one or more boats broke a rule) 
X Request for Redress     
☐ Request to Reopen a hearing (RRS 63.7(b))  

☐ Report for DP Penalty (RRS 64) 
☐ Report concerning a Support Person (RRS 62) 
☐ Report of Misconduct (RRS 69)      

3. MY DETAILS – The INITIATOR – the protestor, the person making the allegation, request or report 
Class/Fleet:                                   

S 
 

Sail No/Boat Name:  
OR 

Committee: 
Ocean Racing Club of Victoria Inc  
On Water Manager  
 

Represented By: Name: Robert Tanner PRO 
David Schuller DRD Telephone: 0418 391 078 

e-mail: rd@melbourneosaka.com 

4. The RESPONDENT – protestee, committee for redress, support person, person reported for misconduct. 
Class/Fleet or Committee  Sail No/Boat Name/Person Telephone (if known) 
  

7204 Roaring Forty 
 

 
+61 447 605 172 

5. INFORMING the PROTESTEE – If you are protesting, how did you inform the boat of your intention to protest? 
By hailing:    ☐ No      ☐ Yes   
Displaying Red Flag: ☐ Not required     ☐ No        ☐ Yes      
Informed some other way:  ☐ No      X Yes   Via WhatsApp 
6. The INCIDENT         
 
Refer attached document with full details 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Diagram (if relevant): Include wind and current. 

Rules alleged to be broken: 
 

Names of witnesses: 
 
 

 

  

Date:   7/4/2025        Time: 14:37        By: Paul Pascoe 03
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Subject: Stop and Restart Due to Safety 

Date of Incident: March 22, 2025 

Submitting Party: Robert Tanner, PRO 

Summary 
Approximately 200NM from Newcastle Roaring Forty suffered a broken carbon boom. 
Roaring Forty stopped racing, sailed and then motored to Newcastle to effect repairs. They 
then recommenced racing. 

Details of the Incident 
1. Time and Location: 

• The incident occurred at Sat 22 Mar 2025 @ 2330h approximately 35 
54S  153 41E, 200NM SSE from Newcastle. 

2. Reason for Stopping: 
• Carbon boom broken in half 
• Immediate action was necessary to ensure the safety of the crew and 

vessel. 
3. Actions Taken by the Yacht: 

• Informed RD ceased racing: 23 Mar 25 @ 0130h 
• Stop Racing: 23 Mar 25 @ 0130h 

i. From Stop Racing position under headsail to position: 34 43S 152 59E 
ii. Under Motor from: 34 43S 152 59E to Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club 

arriving 23 Mar 25 @ 1331h 
• The following repairs were done: 

i. Composite specialist tradesmen and carbon consumables -  MidCoast 
Boatyard Newcastle 

ii. Replacement 2x broken outhaul purchase blocks  - Whitworths Marine 
Newcastle 

iii. All other spares from boat supplies carried onboard. 
• Approximately 60 litres of fuel was replaced 
• Planned to resume racing from 29 Mar 25 @ 2200h Newcastle Northern 

Breakwater Starboard Nav Beacon weather permitting 
• Gale warning on Hunter Coast delayed restart 
• Resumed racing 2 April 25 @ 1230 

4. Other: 
• The southerly running EAC closer to shore was running hard at 5 knots 

enroute to Newcastle resulting in increased fuel usage and slow 
speeds/leeway 

• Motoring distance was approximately 125NM with approximately 60 litres 
due to adverse EAC current 
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• Water tanks refilled and fresh fruit replaced 
• The boat was delayed in their restart due to unsafe weather conditions – 

refer to NTC #14 (attached) 
i. “Due to unsafe conditions and an active gale warning along the NSW 

coast, entrants are prohibited from entering the Hunter coast region 
between 1200AESTon 30/03/2025 and 2359AEST on 31/3/2025. Any 
entrant in that region must suspend racing and move to or remain in a 
safe harbour.” 

Request for Jury Consideration 
The following points are submitted for review: 

• Whether stopping and restarting due to a safety or reliability issue constitutes 
grounds for a penalty under RRS. 

• Whether any time adjustment or redress is warranted due to actions taken by the 
boat in good faith to ensure safety. 

• Whether any time adjustment or redress is warranted due to actions taken by the 
race committee in good faith to ensure safety. 

• Confirmation that no unfair advantage was gained during the incident. 

Supporting Evidence (attached to email) 
• Roaring Forty email to Duty Race Director (image below) 
• NTC #14 - https://melbourneosakacup.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-

M2O-NTC-14_compressed.pdf 

Conclusion 
The actions taken by Roaring Forty 7204 were necessary for safety and we respectfully 
request that the jury evaluate this case and provide a ruling on whether a penalty applies 
and if a redress is appropriate. 

 

Signed: 

Robert Tanner 

rd@melbourneosaka.com 

+61 418 391 078 
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